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This increase has not been brought about only by culti-
vating more land in those areas where agriculture had been
carried on previously. The rationalization of industry de-
manded the opening up of entirely new industrial areas,
spreading production more evenly throughout the entire
country, and assisting the economic development of the
various national republics and former 'backward regions',
besides easing the strain on the transport system. The
new industrial areas needed food, and the redistribution of
industry demanded a similar redistribution of agriculture
with intensive mechanization. Hence food, technical, and
fodder crops were planted on an increasing scale in Siberia
and Central Asia, so that these parts of the U.S.S.R. can now
to a large extent meet their own requirements in food and
raw materials.
The result of the expansion of the total acreage under crops
is shown in the table at p. 190. The necessities of war (e.g.,
the temporary loss of the Ukraine) have carried the process
still farther, and between 1942 and 1943 sixteen million
acres of new land were brought under cultivation. The
production of human food, especially grain, has also in-
creased in the densely populated areas outside the black
earth zone. Hence the danger of food shortage owing to
drought in the south-east has been eliminated, and the strain
on the transport system eased, while in large areas of the
Trans-Volga region irrigation now guarantees a stable harvest
in spite of annual variations in rainfall. Although there has
been no decline in grain production, there has been a sharp
increase in the proportion of the total sown area devoted to
industrial crops.
The new areas which have been cultivated and the new
crops which have been introduced are described in the section
of this chapter dealing with agricultural regions.
Perhaps the most outstanding and revolutionary change
which has been brought about is the conversion of the Russian
peasant holdings, and large estates, into a system of state
farms and collective farms, equipped with machinery, re-
search stations, schools, and colleges. This has not been